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“Though the Waters Roar and the Mountains Quake’
[reading Revelation 22 from NIV]

Our scripturelesson thismorningisfound in the book of Revelation. Thisisavery
significant passage becauseit isthelast book in the bible and the last chapter in that
book. And aswe shall seeit isGod'sfinal word to mankind.

Therevelation of God to man isherein completed. Thereisno moreto come. My job
today is not to bring you some new word from God, rather it isto help you under stand
the wor ds already given by unpacking, if I may use that word, by unpacking the Word
of God written. | am not a prophet. | am heretoday as a preacher. The scriptures
requirethat an edder be willing and able to preach and teach and that he must hold the
deep truths of scripturewith a clear consciencein order that he may encourage the
saintsto sound doctrine. And that he might guard the church againgt error by refuting
those who oppose sound doctrine. Thereforethat iswhat we will try to do today for
you. We will unpack this passage of scripture.

When Pastor Foraker indicated the need for someoneto fill the pulpit today |
volunteered not knowing what my subject would be. Shortly thereafter | wasin a

wor ship service wheretheresponsivereading was Psalm 46. Asl studied that Psalm
and tracked it'sthemesthrough the scripture | found mysdf in the 22nd chapter of
Reveation and knew | had found my subject for today. So let'sfollow that trail in this
sermon. Please turn with meto Psalm 46.

[reading Psalm 46]

" Come and seethe works of the Lord, the desolations He has brought on the earth.”
Just a few weeksago my wifeand | had opportunity to see some of the desolations
God has brought on the earth. This Psalm begins by describing some of them thudly.
" Therefore we will not fear though the earth give way and the mountainsfall into the
heart of the sea, though the wastersroar and foam and the mountains quake with their
surging.” Berthaand | werein Alaska, visiting among other places Anchorage and
Valdez. So many mountainssurround the city of Valdez that it is sometimesreferred
to asthe Switzerland of North America. These mountainsare solid rock founded on
the Alaskan continental shelf. Massive asthey arethey once shook like Jello.

On Good Friday in 1964 there was an earthquake in Alaska centered just off Valdez
which shook and destroyed major partsof that state. Some of you older people may
remember the newsreports of the event. The quakewasthe largest ever recorded on



the North American continent measuring 9.4 on the Richter scale. To put that into
per spective we from time to time read of earthquakesin Japan or Mexico or Turkey
that hit 6.0 or 7.0 on the Richter. And which level and destroy major cities and vast
regions and which kill hundreds, even thousands of people. They areterrible events.
If you take into account that the Richter scalereportstheintendty of earthquakes by
ameasurein which each higher number representsa 10 fold increase in intensity over
the next lower number you can begin to get a fed for what | am saying. A Richter 9.0
guake is 1000 times mor e violent than a 6.0 quake and 1,000,000 times mor e violent
than a 3.0 quake.

The most amazing thing that we saw was a home video camerarecording taken in
Valdez. An ocean going freighter which | estimate from the photos to be between 500
and 600 feet long, now 600 feet long would be 2 football fields, and which would draw
when laden with cargo about 20 or 25 feet of water wastied up at the dockside when
the quake hit. Theharbor at Valdez has about 90 feet of water, and the city sits about
40 feet abovethewater. Onboard thefreighter wasthis sailor who wastaking video
camer a pictures of crew members who wer e tossng candy and fruit to kids down on the
dock when the quake began. With courage unimaginable he continued to film
throughout the whole event. When the quake hit all of thewater in the Valdez arm of
Prince William Sound was sucked out of the harbor. And this 600 foot long freighter
was plunged to the bottom whereit struck the bottom with a mighty force. Then the
watersrushed back in in a mighty sumani wavethat picked the freighter up.
Remember it was sitting 130 foot below the city. Picked the freighter up and carried it
with the sailor still shooting film, hanging on to therail and carried the ship on shore
whereit was sat down in the middle of the city near the 14th street school building.
Next another huge wave came over the city, picked up the ship again and carried it out
into the harbor whereit again struck bottom. Finally when the quake was over and the
water returned to their normal stable conditions the ship was found floating safe in the
middle of the harbor. And the camera man was ill turning out film. Two men were
washed off the ship and presumed dead. One man lost a leg when he was crushed by
cargo. But thesailor with hiscamera camethrough it all. And you can go to Valdez
today and view thisremarkable film record of the earthquake.

ThePsalmist wrote" God isour refuge and strength. An ever present help in trouble.
Thereforewe will not fear though the earth give way and the mountainsfall into the
heart of the seq, though it'swatersroar and foam and the mountains quake with their
aurging." Can you imagine being in the place of that sailor with that camera on the
deck of that freighter hanging on to the%a. he did not haveto crank it, it wasa video
camer a, push a button. Holding on to therail and keeping that camera going. On
Friday in 1964 asthe mountains began to quake and the watersto roar would you have
said under those conditions God is my refuge and my strength, my ever present help
therefore | will not fear? Would you have said that and kept right on filming? | hope
you would have. Do you notice what comes next in the Psalm? It isan explanation of



why the people of God need have nofears. It reads"” Thereisariver whose streams
make glad the city of God, the holy place wherethe Most High dwells. God iswithin
her, shewill not fall. God will help her at break of day." It isbecause the people of
God dwdll in thiscity of God with God astheir constant companion. God isin that city
and with those people. Even when the end of time and the final judgement comeswith
the break of the eternal day, God's people will dwell secure nourished by theriver of
life which makes glad the hearts of those who dwell within the walls of God's city.

What a blessing, and what an answer tofear. You should bein that city. Thereisno
other place of refuge. Our scripturelesson for today begins with a complete
description of this same wonderful city of God.

[reading Rev. 22:1-5]

It sounds like a wonderful place. A placewhere every man, woman and child would
liketo dwell. Therethey can dwell securefrom all the evilsthat surround usin this
life. Therewill beno fear of earthquakes, no fear of death. But questions possibly in
your mind are:

- istheretruly such a city?

- can mankind really find residence there?

- who will bein that city?

- who will be outsidethat city?

- how does one gain entrance to that city?

- how much timeis|eft to gain entrance?

| will start with the last question. Do you have your bible open to Rev. 22? How much
timeisleft to gain entrance? Well, judging by ver se 6 the things which must be done
shortly. And verse 7, behold | come quickly. And verse 10, for thetimeisat hand.
And verse 12, behold | come quickly.

Judging by that, thereisno awholelot of timeleft. But, thereisalittle. How do |
know that thereisalittle, alittletimeleft? Look at Hebrews 4.
[reading Heb 4:1-11]

These ver ses speak of a present opportunity to enter God'srest when it saysin verse
1, " sincethe promise of entering hisrest still remains’. Again it speaksof God
setting another day, a day in the gospd age, a day known as " today" . When people
can still enter in. Look at verses 7-9. [reading Heb. 4:7-9]

Finally thereisin verse 11 an exhortation to enter. " Let ustherefore make every
effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of
disobedience.” Now God would not issue an exhortation to enter if in fact thetime
allowed for entering had already expired. So we can accurately conclude that so long
asthe sun risesand falls, so long aswe can speak of "today", so long astimeremains,
thereisopportunity to enter thecity of God. But that time may not be much longer. It



would not bewiseto say " maybe I'll wait for tomorrow". Tomorrow may not come.
What then would become of you?

Now asfor the question " who will beinsidethat city?". Wel perhaps| should start by
asking who will beoutside the city. Our passage from Rev. 22 at verse 15 declares

" Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral , the
murderers, theidolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood”. You may
argue, but I am not likethat. Well, areyou not now? Areyou telling me that you have
never practiced falsehood? You have never been an idolater? You have never put
anything befor e the wor ship and service of God? You have never been angry with your
neighbor, haveyou? You are not a murderer you say? You have had no sexually
impurethoughts? Really? You want meto believethat? You have never practiced
magic arts? You have never flipped a coin or drawn a straw or wished your luck would
change or thanked your lucky star? Well, if you can convince me that you have never
done any of those thingsthen | will be convinced that you are not in need of a savior.
But please don't waste your timetrying to convince me of something likethat. 1t won't
work.

Sothen, whoisinsdethecity? Verse 14 putsit succinctly. " Blessed are those who
wash their robes, that they have theright to the tree of life and may go through the
gatesinto thecity." Thequestion may be what does" they who wash their robes’
mean? Well,inverse7thereisasmilar phrase¥s chapter 7 verse 14 thereisa
smilar phrase. " They have washed their robesand made them whitein the blood of
theLamb.” And in chapter 19 verses 7 and 8 we learn that therobes, which are
varioudy described as" white" or as" finelinen" aretherighteous deeds of the saints.
Itiswritten " Let usreoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the
Lamb has come and his bride has made hersdf ready. Finelinen, bright and clean, was
given her towear. (Finelinen standsfor therighteousacts of thesaints) " Thuswe
rightly conclude that those inside the city are those who have kept the law of God and
those only. So, a pretty smple answer to our last two questions. Insidethe city are
those who do righteousness and outside ar e those who do evil.

But perhapsin your mind thereis ill alittle question here, namely when do they do
thesethings. Isthe scripturetalking about what they do in the future after the city of
God arrives, after Christ returns? Or arewetalking about what they doin thislife? Is
being in the city coincident with, or consequential to the doing of righteousness? |
think our passagein Rev. 22 answersthis question quite clearly for us. Look at verses
10 and 11. (pause, | have a problem here, excuse mefor a minute.) Skip that
referenceto verses 10 and 11.

When that day isat hand when Chrigt returnsit will no longer becalled " today" . At
that point in time a great determination will be made, a judgement that will forever
determineyour destiny. " And he sayeth onto me, seal not the sayings of the prophesy



of thisbook for thetimeisat hand." That isverse10and 11. "Hethat isunjugt, let
him be unjust ill. Hethat isfilthy let him befilthy still. And hethat isrighteouslet
him berighteous still. And hethat isholy, let him be holy still." Those who were
acting sinfully prior to thereturn of Christ will remain sinful. Those who wer e acting
righteoudy and with holiness before the return of Christ will continueto do so.
Romans 2 putsit thisway. " God will giveto each person according to what he has
done. Tothosewho by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he
will give eternal life. But for those who are self seeking and who re ect the truth and
follow evil there will be wrath and anger."

Now by thiswe know the decision, the judgement asto who entersthe city and who
staysoutside for eternity will be made on that great day of judgement in accordance
with what you have donein thislife. Infact our scripturelesson saysthevery same
thing at verse 12. " Behold | am coming soon! My reward iswith me, and | will giveto
everyone accor ding to what he has done.”

You say woah, that doesn't sound good for me. How can | possibly get into that city?
Wadll, if you say that, | have good news for you. The situation isvery hopeful. | can
seethat becauseit isevident you recognize your sinfulness and you realize the
teaching of scriptureisthat all those who live sinful livesin thislifewill bein big
trouble on that day. In some 40 years asworking as a mechanical engineer therewere
two truths| always applied to my problem.

- Firg, if it isnot broke, don't fix it. Wdll, that truth doesn't apply here.

- The second truth isyou can't fix it unlessyou first figure out and recognize what is
wrong. So, if you recognizethat in your sinfulnessyou have areal problem in trying to
obtain entrance into the eternal city you are halfway to solving the problem. Halfway
tofixingit. But we had better keep moving, we don't know how much time we have
before Christ returns. Let'sstart with verses 16 and 17.

[read Rev. 22:16 - 17]

Chrigt says" whoever isthirsty, let him come." That soundslikeyou if you are among
those who recognize your sinfulnessand your basic unacceptablenessto God. You are
thirsty, areyou not? If so, thereisfor you afreegift. You may take and drink of that
water of lifethat proceedsout of thethrone of God and of the Lamb. Toyou the Holy
Spirit says" come, drink™. To you the bride of Christ, the church, even thischurch
herein Oxford says" come, drink™. How to come? And of what to drink? Well, Jesus
says" | Jesus have sent my angel to give you thistestimony for the church”. Christ
had, prior to writing the book of Revelation sent hisangels, his messengers, prophets
and apostlesto give testimony to the churches. And now in the book of Revelation he
again sendsan angel to givetestimony. But just what isthat testimony?

On the day of Pentecost many people were, like you, convicted of their sn. They had
heard of the crucifixion of Christ, of hisatoning death and of hisresurrection. They



had witnessed the giving of the Holy Spirit to the church. Convicted, they cried out
"what must wedoto besaved?" Their question, and Peter'sanswersarefound in
Acts 2. "When the people heard this', the scripture says, " they were cut to the heart
and they said to Peter and the other apostles, brothers, what shall wedo?" Peter
replied, " Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Chrigt for the
forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promiseis
for you and your children and for all who arefar off, for all whom the Lord our God will
cal."

Thisaccount in Acts speaks of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. That gift isthe key
to understanding. And that gift isthe secret to righteous living and of entry into the
city of God. Two passagesin particular cometo my mind. One, Jeremiah 31:33-34
says[reading Jer. 31:33-34]

A companion passage in Ezekiel 36 says[reading Ezekidl 36: 25-27]

Both of these passages ar e speaking of the gift of the Holy Spirit and of the changein
the human heart that occursduring thislife to those who receive the Holy Spirit. Mark
that | said "in thislife". Thisisnot something that is put off until some future golden
age when you may no longer bealive. Neither isit something put off until eternity.
These passages speak of God's law being written in your heart now, in thisday. And
they speak of the resulting walk beforethe Lord in righteousness. The righteousness
of God'speople. All those who inherit the eternal city of God. Even as Peter told his
audience that they could receive the promiseright then and there on the day of
Pentecost so | tell you, you can partake of the promised righteousnessright here, now.
So if you would come and drink of that life giving stream | will give you this
ingruction. All theseingtructionsin theword of scripture.

Firg, salvation isfound in no one elsefor thereisno other name under heaven given
to men by which we must be saved.

Secondly, everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Will be saved.
Third, if you confess with your mouth JesusasLord and believein your heart that God
raised him from the dead you will be saved. For it iswith your heart that your believe
and arejugtified and it iswith your mouth that you confessand are saved. Asthe
scripture says, anyone who trustsin him will never be put to shame.

Now if you have made that professon | would comfort you with these words from the
first several ver sesfrom Ephesians chapter 2. [reading Eph. 2:1-5]
So | invite you, come and drink.

How do we know that what | have just taught you istrue and final and unchangeable?
Suppose someone wer e to come with a different message saying he had received a new
message from God. Would you not be uncertain asto whether what we had taught you
isworthy of your relying on for your eternal salvation? Supposeit were possiblefor



God to send another messenger or prophet with a different message. Would this not
shake your confidence? Fortunately it isnot possiblethat there could be such a
messenger with yet another message.

We have yet to look at the last several versesof Revelation 22, thelast versesin
God'srevelation to mankind. Two of those ver ses, number 18 and 19 merit
consderation at thispoint. But | will begin that study by looking once again at the first
part of verse 16. " | Jesus have sent my angel to give thistestimony for the churches'.
Jesus sent hisangelsto John the apostle with a message, a testimony. John asan
apostle stood between God, or God'sangel, to receive that message and to passit on
to God's peoplein the churches. Both those at that day and those of all time yet to
come, even to us. In thisJohn the apostle functioned much asdid the prophets of the
old testament churches. Now at verses 18 and 19 we cometo a wholly new situation.
Read with me please. [reading Rev. 22: 18 - 19]

Theange that God sent to John the apostle gave wordsto him and God caused him to
infallibly writethose words. And those words are preserved for us. They say that
therewill be no more prophesy. If thereisto be no more prophesy then there will be
no more prophets. The book, God'sword isfinished and complete and there will be
terrible curses and plagues upon anyone who daresto presumeto add or take away
from those words.

Pleaseturn with meto the book of Hebrews chapter 1. [reading Heb. 1:1-3]

First note that thereis somewhat of a difference between the old testament prophet
and the new testament apostle. In the padt, in the old testament God spoke to the
prophets. Inthefirst century of the church age God and His Son, (correcting) God had
His Son Jesus, theliving word of God speak to us. Aswesaw in verse 16 he
sometimes did thisthrough angels. At other timestherisen Lord spokedirect to an
apostle as he did to Paul on the Damascusroad. Even earlier while still here on earth
he had spoken very directly face to face to his apostles and disciples. The apostlesin
turn wrote hisword under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in scripture. When Christ
had finished speaking, and when he had finished histask of providing purification for
sn hesat down. Hesat down at theright hand of God thus signifying that there would
be no morewordsto come. It ismuch like God resting on the seventh day, there was
no more creation to come. All the creation had been donethefirst 6 days.

Hiswork of speaking and redeemingisdone. Hence, thereisno further need for
prophets and apostles. They no longer exist. Therearenonein the church today.

Turn over to chapter 2 of Hebrews verses 1-4. [reading Heb. 2:1-4]

Asyou read thisadmonition we realize that we are not among those who directly heard



the apostles bring the word of God. Rather we haveread the word written and had it
explained to us by preachers, as| am doing today. Noticethat thosewordsare
binding, the arefinal, thereisno more. Noticethat those words wer e confirmed by the
apostle, by those who heard him directly faceto face. Then they werefurther
confirmed and testified to by giftsgiven in thefirst century in the apostolic age. This
confirmation meansthat they are complete, thereisno moreto be added. Therewill
ther efore be no mor e prophets and apostlesin the church for thereisno further need
for them. Theword isgiven, thereisno more to come. Thereisno onein the church
today that receives a message from God and givesit to the church.

Thisisgood. Thisisvitally important and very good. It meansthat we stand on a solid
foundation that can not be shaken. Thetermsof God's promise to mankind will not,
and can not be changed. When he says" come, whoever isthirsty, let him come, and
whoever wisheslet him takethe free gift of the water of life" we know that that word is
still good. That promiseistill with us. So again | say to you " come and drink" .

Thereforewe will not fear though the earth give way and the mountainsfall into the
heart of the seq, though it'swatersroar and foam and the mountains quake with their
aurging. Bedtill and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations, | will be
exalted in theearth. TheLord almighty iswith us, the God of Jacab isour fortress.

Shall we pray.



