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     For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare [are]
not fleshly but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing tha t
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
And they will be ready to punish all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

Number 256     Copyright 2006  John W. Robbins  Post Office Box 68,  Unicoi, Tennessee 37692           June 2006
Email: Jrob1517@aol.com    Website: www.trinityfoundation.org    Telephone:  423.743.0199     Fax:  423.743.2005

Who Really Owns the “Holy Land”?
Robert L. Reymond

Editor’s note: This essay is an address delivered by Dr. Robert
L. Reymond, Professor Emeritus at Knox Theological Semi-nary,
to “Advancing Reformation Truth and Spirituality” (ARTS) on April
21, 2006, at DeVos Chapel, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

The Challenge Facing Covenant Theology
  A gigantic effort is underway today to convince the evangelical
citizenry of the United States of America that the political state
of Israel rightfully owns in perpetuity the so-called “Holy Land”1

at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea by virtue of God’s
bequeathing it to Abraham and his descendants in the Old
Testament. This effort is being made not so much today by the
secular leadership of the state of Israel as by self-acclaimed
Christian scholars and televan-gelists who claim to speak for
over seventy million  evangelical Christians. These men,
including Assemblies of God preacher and televangelist John
Hagee, founder and pastor of the Cornerstone Church in San

Antonio, Texas;
2
 Kenneth Copeland, televangelist; Paul and

Matt Crouch of the Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN); Jack

                                                
1 I say “so-called” because the phrase “holy land”
occurs only twice in Scripture (Psalm 78:54;
Zechariah 2:12) and in both instances the word “land”
must be supplied. Apart from the holy God’s
manifested presence in it, there is nothing holy about
the “Holy Land.” But wherever God manifests his
presence that place is holy, as God taught Moses at
the burning bush in Sinai (Exodus 3:1-6).
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 According to Julia Duin, “San Antonio Fundamentalist
Battles Anti-Semitism,” in The Houston Chronicle
(April 30, 1988), 1, Hagee does not believe that Jews
must trust Christ in order to go to Heaven: “The
Jewish people have a relationship to God through the
law as given through Moses. I believe that every
Gentile person can only come to God through the
cross of Christ. I believe that every Jewish person
who lives in the light of the Torah…has a relationship
with God and will come to redemption.” This radically
Dispensational statement is heretical in its denial that
faith in Christ is universally essential for salvation.

Hayford, founder and pastor of the Church on the Way in Van
Nuys, California, and president of the Foursquare Gospel
Church; Benny Hinn, pastor of the yet-to-be-built World
Healing Center in Dallas, Texas; Rod Parsley, pastor of the
World Harvest Church in Columbus, Ohio; Pat Robertson,
founder and chief executive officer of the Christian
Broadcasting Network (CBN) and the Bible teacher on the 700

Club;
3
 and Jerry Falwell, founder and pastor of the Thomas

Road Baptist Church and founder of Liberty University in
Lynchburg, Virginia, are all purveyors of that system of
hermeneutics known as Dispensationalism.
    Apparently convinced by this propaganda effort, President
Clinton, after citing the words of his desperately ill Baptist
pastor to him: “If you abandon Israel, God will never forgive
you,” declared before the Israeli Knesset in Jerusalem on
October 27, 1994: “…it is God’s will that Israel, the Biblical

home of the people of Israel, continue forever and ever,”
4
 a

statement that enters deeply into Biblical hermeneutics
concerning the nature of the church and the kingdom of God,
not to mention Biblical  eschatology (note his “forever and
ever”). President Clinton concluded his speech by saying:
“Your journey is our journey, and America will stand with you
now and always,” a statement that illustrates this nation’s
deep involvement in both Middle East politics in general and
its specific political commitment to Israel in the Israeli/
Palestinian conflict in particular in a way that cannot but affect
the course of world politics for the foreseeable future.

In my opinion, President Clinton’s statement is bad
politics based on equally bad theology. I say this because, as
I shall argue in this paper, all of God’s land promises to Israel
in the Old Testament are to be viewed in terms of shadow,
type, and prophecy, in contrast to the reality, substance, and
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 Pat Robertson stated on public television on

January 5, 2006, that Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of
Israel suffered his massive stroke at the hand of
God because he was in the process of giving a
portion of Israel’s land to the Palestinians in
exchange for peace. He later apologized for his
statement.
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 See Vital Speeches 61, no. 3

(November 15, 1994): 70, 3.




